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“Hiking the CDT” – Jennifer Hanson 

Jennifer Hanson and her husband Greg Allen were hikers and backpackers.  They 
enjoyed skiing and were active people.  But in the mid-1990s they started looking 
for something “big” to do – and set their sights on the remote and challenging 
Continental Divide National Scenic Trail (CDT). 
This trail received its designation as a National Scenic Trail in 1978.  With the 
Appalachian Trail and the Pacific Crest Trail, they are considered the Triple Crown 
of Long Distance Hiking.   The CDT extends from the Mexican border to the 
Canadian border, passing through five states:  New Mexico, Colorado, Wyoming, 
Idaho and Montana.  It is a rough trail that even today is only 70% complete.  
Jennifer and her husband spent 15 months planning their 2,414 mile “thru-hike”.  
They consulted maps, books and other hikers like Jim Wolf, member of the CDT 
Society and author of a guide to the CDT.  They packed boxes of food and supplies 
for each roughly 5-day span.  Friends back home would send these boxes ahead to a 
designated town on their route so that they would not need to carry more supplies 
than were necessary.  They put together first aid kits.  They gathered maps to plan 
their route, accumulating more than 130 maps by the time they were ready to begin 
their adventure. 
Their path would take them through dessert, canyons, and forests.  They would be 
hiking at elevations averaging 7,000-9,000 feet (the highest elevation Jennifer 
reached was 14,440 feet at Mt. Elbert in Colorado).  They would at times need 
snowshoes and other times wear flip-flops through icy river crossings.  They chose 
their timing to minimize the amount of snow they would likely encounter.  Their 
hike commenced at the Mexican border on April 1, 1997. 
At the start of their journey, their packs weighed roughly 43 pounds as they “left 
town” and 5 days later were about 35 pounds.  The first 5-6 weeks they dealt with 
blisters on a daily basis.  Jennifer and Greg adapted to the natural environment, 
waking up with the sun and initially logging about 15 miles per day.  After 
breakfast they would set out around 8:30am, stopping and resting about every hour, 
taking a break for lunch and maybe a nap, and setting up camp between 5 and 6 pm.  
Their goal each day was to get to a water source.  The Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM), a Federal agency that owns large tracts of land that they often lease out to 
ranchers, has maps marking windmills and water wells. 
Every five or six days would be a “Town Stop”.  They would arrive in a 
predetermined town and head directly to the Post Office to pick up their box of 
supplies for the next 5-6 days:  food, special equipment, etc.  They would repack 
their food, do laundry, make phone calls and write letters, call the Forest Service or 
Bureau of Land Management for information on the routes ahead.  And they would 
rest.   
Jennifer and Greg did not walk a continuous route from Mexico to Canada because 
despite careful planning, the knew they would be encountering dangerous 
conditions, such as snow and avalanche warnings, that would require them to  
         (continued on page 4) 
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April 2015  
The Presidency of Abraham Lincoln in His Own Words – Peter 
Lindemann, Lincoln Portrayer 
After some last-minute program changes, the joint meeting between the Cobleskill and Carlisle 
Historical Societies was nailed down.  Peter Lindemann, well-known local Abraham Lincoln 
portrayer agreed to do a presentation on the Presidency of Lincoln, done mostly in quotes from 
Lincoln’s speeches and letters.  And in a beautiful case of perfect timing, the presentation was on 
the 150th anniversary of Lincoln’s death…making the event even more moving. 
We were lucky to be in the presence of not only the President, but his wife Mary Todd Lincoln and 
his body-guard Ward Hill Lamont, too.  The President’s presentation walked us through the key 
moments and dates of his presidency…from his first inauguration through the Emancipation 
Proclamation, which occurred after his death…using quotes and passages from speeches and 
letters, including his inaugural addresses. 
Peter Lindemann does a wonderful job of choosing the right quotes to evoke the powerful 
challenges the President faced throughout his time in office for his audience.  He walked us through 
Lincoln’s first Inauguration, which occurred four months after his election on March 9, 1861, just a 
few weeks after Jefferson Davis was installed as the President of the confederacy.  He quoted a 
letter he wrote to a mother in Massachusetts who lost five sons during the war, and talked about the 
way in which Lincoln was able to deal with the deaths of over 600,000 men.  Peter notes that 
Lincoln’s second Inauguration was the first time African-American troops marched in an 
Inauguration.  Both Mary and Ward were in costume and answered questions, too. 
The presentation ended with a moving recitation of Walt Whitman’s “O Captain!  My Captain!”   
  
O Captain! My Captain! our fearful trip is done; 
The ship has weather'd every rack, the prize we sought is won; 
The port is near, the bells I hear, the people all exulting, 
While follow eyes the steady keel, the vessel grim and daring: 
 But O heart! heart! heart! 
     O the bleeding drops of red, 
         Where on the deck my Captain lies, 
             Fallen cold and dead. 
O Captain! My Captain! rise up and hear the bells; 
Rise up—for you the flag is flung—for you the bugle trills; 
For you bouquets and ribbon'd wreaths—for you the shores a-crowding; 
For you they call, the swaying mass, their eager faces turning; 
 Here captain! dear father! 
     This arm beneath your head; 
         It is some dream that on the deck, 
             You've fallen cold and dead. 
My Captain does not answer, his lips are pale and still; 
My father does not feel my arm, he has no pulse nor will; 
The ship is anchor'd safe and sound, its voyage closed and done; 
From fearful trip, the victor ship, comes in with object won; 
 Exult, O shores, and ring, O bells! 
     But I, with mournful tread, 
         Walk the deck my captain lies, 
             Fallen cold and dead. 
  

Ward Hill Lamont and 
Mary Todd Lincoln 

Peter Lindemann as 
Abraham Lincoln 



 

May 2015  “Transitioning from Horse Power to Mechanical Power 
on the Farm” –Milton C. Sernett, presenter 
 
Milt Sernett grew up and Iowa and taught at Syracuse University for 30 years before retiring.   His first love, aside from his 
wife and family, is farming history.  When he turned 60, his daughter gave him a t-shirt that read, “You Can Take the Kid out 
of Iowa, but you can’t take Iowa out of the Kid”.  His passion for farming and history can easily be seen in the emotion he 
shows when presenting. 
So, the transition from horse power on the farm to mechanical power (tractors) occurred around the early part of the 20th 
century.  In the late 1800s, steam power began to challenge horse power, but the machines were cumbersome and impractical:  
there was a lot of smoke, fire was needed to create the steam, and the machines were difficult to “get going” (it was a 20-step 
process).   Even as late as 1920 there were 22 million horses/mules on farms and ranches.  Horses were also used in urban 
settings to do tasks such as haul coal and fire engines. 
The evolution of machinery included traction engines and “hit and miss” engines.  Each had benefits – horses reproduce, 
tractors had to be purchased; tractors can work all day, horses need rest.  There was also an emotional component.  Often, the 
horses on the farm were so important they were almost part of the family.  
So there were many tractor designs with each new manufacturer adding a new feature.  Samson put “reins” on their tractors.  
Henry Ford made a Model T car that could have a plow attached to the back.  The Fordson’s genius was the assembly line and 
that it enclosed the internal parts.  Ford sold these tractors through his car dealerships.  By 1924, 75% of all tractors on 
American farms were Fordsons.  Fenders were added to prevent the tractors from tipping over if they hit a rock or stump.   
Meanwhile, International Harvester produced the Farmall Tractor, which could cultivate corn – the Fordson could not.  Case 
was another good manufacturer, and then, of course, there was John Deere.  Deere began with a plow and other equipment, 
and the first “D” was produced in 1923.  It is now in the Smithsonian.  In the early days there were 138 tractor manufacturers; 
now there are less than a dozen. 
Other cultural changes and shifts were taking place that were ending the isolation of farming life.  The telephone and radio 
improved communication and awareness of current events in a timely fashion.  At the same time, roads were improving and 
trucks were appearing, so getting their product to market was much easier. 
Today, tracking down an original family farm tractor is a popular activity as people look for their father or grandfather’s 
original tractor. 
Mr. Sernett, in researching for his books (he had several for sale), has made some personal connections in our area.  In 
particular, the family of Jared VanWagenen, who wrote about pre-Civil War skill as well as scientific farming, has shared a lot 
of information from their collections.  Everyone was entranced with the presentation, which included a great slide show. 
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CARLISLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY - Current Executive Board Members: 
 
President – Debbie Mears (2016)             Trustee – Art Graulich, Kim Timer (10/2015) 
Vice President – Susan Tillapaugh (2016)           Trustee – Connie Costello, Noel Short (10/2016) 
Treasurer – Jacqueline Turnquist (2016)           Trustee – Robert R. Cross, Jr, Peter Bent (10/2017) 
Recording Secretary –  vacant              Town Board Member Trustee – Mary Tillapaugh, Larry Bradt 
Correspondence Secretary – vacant        Town Historian, Ex-Officio Trustee – Jacqueline Turnquist 



 
	  
	  

Hiking (continued from page 1) 
 
“flip-flop” their route.  So they might hike the trail for a month, and then take transportation to a location further 
along the trail, hike for a period of time, and then go back and hike the length they had skipped. 
They encountered many obstacles.  They climbed over barbed-wire fences in the desert.  They crossed streams and 
rivers that were flowing fast while it was snowing.  They encountered lightening storms, and at times were 
snowshoeing along trails that had nine feet of snow so trail markers and signs were under the snow.  They 
encountered or saw signs of all sorts of wildlife:  falcons, eagles, hawks, crows, bats, jackrabbits, marmots, 
squirrels, mice, snakes, fox, coyote, sheep, cattle, elk, black and grizzly bear, antelope and pronghorn sheep.  And 
then, after months of hiking, Greg made the difficult decision to cut short his hike due to a painful nerve injury in 
his foot.  Jennifer decided to continue and finish the trail on her own, although she did meet up with fellow hikers 
and a friend joined her for several days.  At the beginning of October, Greg was able to rejoin Jennifer, along with 
her mother and sister, and she completed the trail on October 6, 1997, just over 6 months after leaving Mexico. 
While on her own, Jennifer pushed herself, often completing 30 miles per day.  Her pack was whittled down to 35 
pounds or less, although she quickly regretted sending her camera home before getting to Yellowstone and the 
Grand Tetons (she quickly had it sent back). 
In the summer of 1997 only 4 people hiked the entire CDT – Jennifer was one.  She encountered only one other 
from this group during her hike.  She would often go days without seeing a single person.  Not surprisingly, 
Jennifer found this adventure very empowering and has gone on to embrace challenges that many would never 
consider.  We were not surprised to learn that at age 17, Jennifer was admitted to the second class of women at 
West Point.  Truly an inspirational story. 
Jennifer’s book, Hiking the Continental Divide Trail-One Woman’s Journey, is available for purchase. 
 
     

The Carlisle Historical Society                                       Page 4 of 8 



	  
Blackbird, Red-winged 
Bobolink 
Bunting, Indigo 
Cardinal, Northern 
Catbird, Grey 
Chickadee, Black-capped 
Crow, American 
Dove, Mourning 
Duck, Mallard 
Finch, House 
Flicker, Northern 
Flycatcher, Willow 
Goldfinch, American 
Goose, Canada 
Grackle, Common 
Grosbeak, Red-breasted 
Heron, Great Blue 
Heron, Little Green 
Hummingbird, Ruby-Throated 
Jay, Blue 
Kestrel, American 
Killdeer 
Kingbird, Eastern 
Kingfisher, Belted 
Meadowlark, Eastern 
Moorhen, Common 
Oriole, Baltimore 
Ovenbird 
PeWee, Eastern Wood-(heard) 
Phoebe, Eastern (heard) 
Redstart, American 
Robin, American 
Rock Dove 
Sandpiper, Spotted 
Sandpiper, Solitary 
Sapsucker, Yellow-bellied 

Snipe, Common 
Sparrow, Chipping 
Sparrow, Song 
Sparrow, Swamp 
Starling, European 
Swallow, Barn 
Swallow, Tree 
Tanager, Scarlet (heard) 
Thrasher, Brown 
Titmouse, Tufted 
Turkey, Wild 
Vireo, Red-eyed (heard) 
Vireo, Warbling 
Vulture, Turkey 
Warbler, Black & White 
Warbler, Blue Winged 
Warbler, Common Yellowthroat 
Warbler, Yellow 
Warbler, Yellow-rumped 
Wood Duck 
Woodpecker, Downey 
Woodpecker, Red-bellied (H) 
Woodthrush 
Wren, House 
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8th Annual Carlisle Historical Society Bird Tour    
 
The Carlisle Historical Society’s 8th Annual Bird Tour, held on Saturday, May 9, had a beautiful day to explore 
the key birding spots in Carlisle.  Sunny, with temperatures climbing quickly, the day was the perfect showcase 
for the songbirds, water birds, wood birds and raptors.  Eighteen enthusiasts attended the event – from Carlisle, 
Richmondville, Esperance, Cobleskill and Schenectady – and saw and/or heard 60 birds, then enjoyed some 
light refreshments at the end while reviewing the list of birds.  Here is the list: 
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FALL 2015 CARLISLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY SCHEDULE 

 
September 9 (Wednesday) 7:30pm - Carlisle Town Hall 
THOMAS ENGEL - “A Partial History of McFails Cave” (a change in topic…although he 
can answer questions about Howe Caverns and will have his book available for sale) 

Thomas has spent years caving around the state and 
has recently published an exhaustive tome on Howe 
Caverns.  He has also recently finished compiling, 
editing, and writing part of the History of McFails 
Cave, arguably Carlisle’s most famous cave.  An 
officer of the National Speleological Society, and 
retired from his work as an environmental analyst 
for the state’s Department of Environmental 
Conservation, Thomas has also written several 
books on caving and caves. His latest book 

compiles tales and adventures from accounts of cavers who have explored Howe Caverns 
from its early days to the present. 
 
October 14 (Wednesday) 7:30pm – Carlisle Town Hall 
SUSAN MURRAY-MILLER – “The Ghosts of Cherry Valley” 
Susan has researched the numerous stories of ghosts in this historic 
town and has written a book on the subject.  She will share her 
findings – and perhaps make a believer out of you! 
(ANNUAL MEETING/ELECTIONS – Our Annual Meeting and Elections 
will be held at 7:15pm on Wednesday, October 14, just prior to our October 
presentation.  Two Trustee positions (3-year terms) will be up for election.  
Please plan on arriving at 7:00pm in order to participate in the election 
process, then stay for the presentation!) 
 
 
November 11 (Wednesday) 7:30pm – Carlisle Town Hall 
MIKE WARNER AND EMILY DAVIS – “Charting China’s Super Caves as Photography 
Assistants of National Geographic” 

Mike and Emily are owners of Speleobooks in Schoharie 
and are well known in the caving community as well as 
experts on bats.  Mike was invited to accompany an 
expedition with National Geographic to chart some of 
China’s Super Caves.  A fascinating experience! 
	  
	  
 

All programs are free and open to the public – refreshments served! 
Carlisle Town Hall – 541 Crommie Rd., Carlisle, NY 12031 
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National Geographic- China’s Super Caves 



 
CARLISLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP COUPON 

Annual (October) dues are $5 (family or individual).  Please make checks payable to:  Carlisle Historical Society. 
 
Mail your check with this completed coupon to:   
Carlisle Historical Society 
PO Box 28 
Carlisle, NY 12031 
Or, you can bring your dues and completed coupon to any meeting. 

 
PLEASE FILL OUT THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION! 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Name:  _________________________________________________________________ 
Mailing Address:  ________________________________________________________ 
Phone Number:  _________________________________________________________ 
Email Address:  _________________________________________________________ 

Check if you would prefer the newsletter sent to you in the mail PRINTED ☐ or via EMAIL ☐ 
(We do send the historical society newsletter via email to those who prefer that method.   You must have something faster than “dial-up” in 

order to successfully receive the newsletter via email.) 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Note: phone numbers and email addresses are NEVER shared and will be use solely for contact purposes and notification of upcoming events. 
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CHECK OUT OTHER LOCAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY PROGRAMS 
 
Duanesburg Historical Society:  www.duanesburghistorical.com 
Jefferson Historical Society:  The Jefferson Historical Society (Facebook) 
Gilboa Historical Society: northerncatskillshistory.com/societies/gilboa/ 
Knox Historical Society:  knoxhistoricalsociety.org 
 
Spend the Evening in Charlotteville-‐August 21, 2015	  
Start out the evening at 6PM with a tour of Kymar Farm Distillery; also visit their store and taste some of 
their products.	  	  Then walk “Over There” to the Charlotteville One-Room Schoolhouse at 7PM for a 
performance by Linda Russell of NYC.	  
Over There: Songs of World War I - The program will look at the Great War through the music of the 
battlefield and the home front.  Music historian Linda Russell will explore marching tunes, humorous 
ditties, love songs and wistful laments that were popular when the Great War raged in Europe a century ago. 
The program includes songs such as Pack Up Your Troubles and It’s a Long Way to Tipperary as well as 
Keep the Home Fires Burning.  Ukulele, guitar and hammered dulcimer bring life to the tunes as they are 
interspersed with diaries and letters. 
Linda Russell is an early American balladeer and historian who takes her music to historic sites, museums 
and festivals throughout the country.  
August 21- Kymar Farm Distillery at 102 Bindery Lane (off of Baptist Church Rd.) 6PM and Songs of WWI 
in the Charlotteville One-Room Schoolhouse on Charlotte Valley Rd. at 7PM.  
Both programs are FREE! 
 
COBLESKILL HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Cobleskill meets on the third Wednesday.  Their meeting location is a bit fluid due to renovations, but watch 
the Times Journal for more information.  Some of their upcoming topics are: the Nuclear Sub USS Thresher; 
Craig Morland:  Scenes and Photos of Old Cobleskill; Wayne Kintz:  Abe Lincoln. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Carlisle Historical Society 
PO Box 28 
Carlisle, NY 12031 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  The Carlisle Historical Society is a non-profit organization seeking 
to promote the history of Carlisle and the surrounding region as well 
as highlighting other topics of interest to the local community.  
Chartered in March, 2008, the society features a minimum of 6 
programs a year – March, April, May, September, October and 
November.  Our programs are free and open to the public, and include 
refreshments.  Unless otherwise noted, all programs are currently 
presented at the Carlisle Town Hall at 541 Crommie Road, on the 
second Wednesday of the month at 7:30 pm. 
  Although our programs are free, annual membership is $5 for 
individuals and families who wish to support the society and be 
members.  Membership includes two newsletters per year and voting 
privileges.  Membership dues are collected beginning with the 
September program.  You may mail in your dues to The Carlisle 
Historical Society, PO Box 28, Carlisle, NY 12031, or pay them at 
any meeting. 
  Because we are non-profit, any contributions made to the society are 
tax-deductible and greatly appreciated!  The society can be contacted 
either by mail (PO Box 28, Carlisle, NY 12031), e-mail 
(carlislehistoricalsociety2008@hotmail.com) or at 234-3041.  Check 
out our website for information and updates:  
www.carlislehistoricalsociety.webs.com. 

The Carlisle Historical Society 
 

PO Box 28 
Carlisle, NY 12031 

 
carlislehistoricalsociety2008@hotmail.com 

www.carlislehistoricalsociety.webs.com 
 

 
 

We meet the 2nd Wednesday of the month 
(March, April, May, September, October, 

and November) 
7:30 pm 

(unless noted) 
 

Carlisle Town Hall 
541 Crommie Road 

 
 

Refreshments are always served and all 
are welcome 
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* If your mailing label has a red * - your membership is up for renewal! 


